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5 2 The fighter pilot who sacrificed
%Eﬁ%/\{ = ‘y ]\ his life to protect Taiwanese people
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TRFEHEE « A2 R FE S i #5 5E Birthplace ruins of the HIKO general Shigemine SUGIURA.
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The U.S. warplanes began to attack Tainan early morning on October 12, 1944. Though
the fighter planes of Japanese army fought back against it, they were forced into a hard
fight because of a large number of U.S. warplanes. The fighter plane of Second lieutenant
SUGIURA was also damaged by enemy’s bullets, so that he faced to the danger of airframe
explosion because a fire broke out in its tail assembly. And there was a village below his
eyes.“If this plane crashes, a lot of civilians will suffer great damage.”

In order to avoid crashes, he raised the nose of plane and got ready for rising. And then he
ejected from the plane by a parachute just before its explosion, but the U.S. warplane
raked with machine-gun fire and he was killed.
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Taiwanese people worship him as a HIKO general even now.
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He is still worshipped by Taiwanese people for the action sacrificing his life. So
they constructed the hokora (a small shrine) in 1971 and reconstructed HIKO
general’s mausoleum in 1993.

Japanese National Anthem “Kimigayo” is played in the morning and a Japanese
national flag is put up inside the mausoleum. And they hold four events a year
such as birthday festival of Second lieutenant SUGIURA as well as publish the
textbooks including a story about him for the local elementary school students.
He is loved by a lot of Taiwanese people like that.

__________________________ TRk 285 KEMER
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