KRB FEREBEKXE

2025







A3 B EE N K R T T BR A =
HeERk BEH HE

KEHORFE LT A THEEDKFHFAEBRBERENRT AU IOk & FEL %25
O, HHAERME L KiFEEO B A2 72 L, BEHIFAKW - UE Lo, /it — 54 2 [
FELL,. 8ASHML8HA21HET, 7T A LT THA—LATAHLE LT,

JES, b, BEORELZB X TR T T4 ATORE., B8R, BV, Z2hnbd
DNEEZENRLOICTEZETLE Y, AVICROA I ZENTEHEBEALE LT
XKD DAT A Db HELTEBY £7,

FAEBLE MR O S AI2IX, A ERIOEERZ HIC L COKF i OEBRA b - 30k
BEDOMEEICTF G SND Z L 2PN LET,

WKRIC, 207 a7 T ML > EEREIT I FARBEREZ2Z T AN T TSI NE
L7727 oA itk i B OIS, DGR L LT £,

| am very happy to report that all Mito Student Ambassadors in 2025, headed by
Mr. Koike, returned to Mito safely. They stayed with families of Anaheim from
August 8th to August 21st. They studied American culture and history and
deepened their understanding and friendship between both cities.

The friendships and experiences will enrich their lives by helping them overcome
the differences in history, culture and language. | am convinced that knowing
each other will play an important role in becoming more internationally oriented
individuals.

| hope that this experience will motivate the student ambassadors to contribute
to promoting international exchange and cross-cultural understanding in Mito.

In closing, | would like to express my gratitude to all of the people concerned in
this program, both living in the City of Anaheim and the City of Mito. Also many
thanks to the members of the Anaheim Sister City Commission for hosting our
students. Thank you very much.

Shinya Abe, President
Mito city International Association
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List of the 2025 Mito Student Ambassadors

[54 : Students]

K4 AT FALNT77IV—
NAME Grade Host Families
MR PR a1 TIFHUFE
Risa EBINE 1st Grade at Senior High School Flanagan Family
R i R 24F NUUTTH
Akito OTSU 2nd Grade at Senior High School Valencia Family
M Rk H 34 RTG R AZ
Mirai TABATA 3rd Grade at Junior High School | Velasquez Family
rAfEIR LA Hh 2 34E R F—=F

Ayato NAJIHARA

3rd Grade at Junior High School

Bender Family

R =
Makoto NISHIO

AL 1A
1st Grade at Senior High School

NV VTR

Valencia Family

ME et
Ririka YOKOKURA

24
2nd Grade at Senior High School

RT RIr AGE

Velasquez Family

[5]2R : Chaperones]

N
Yuichi KOIKE

AT ST N A

English Teacher at Yanakawa Elementary School

A Bk
Fujio KASHIMURA
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Mito City International Association
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Introduction of

our Host Families




Dear my host family,
I am so thankful for everything you did for me.
Because of you, I was able to have an unforgettable

life during my time in America. I was so happy

when you included me in your family and said,
“You are Risa Flanagan!” That left a deep impression B
on me. My English may not have been very good,
but I really appreciated how you spoke slowly and
waited for me to express myself. I truly hope we

can meet again someday! Risa

Dear my host family,
I will never forget these days. My life with
you was very fun! I liked your food, and I
enjoyed the amusement park with you.
Your home was very comfortable for me.
I'm grateful for all of your help throughout
the trip. Thank you for everything.

Akito

Dear my host family,

Thank you so much for your kindness during the
two weeks I stayed with you. Every moment I
spent with you was so much fun and has become

an unforgettable memory. I learned so much

- ;‘ W " iq‘llf.“

from you—not only English, but also your lifestyle

and culture. Above all, I really enjoyed talking !: : : =1 ‘: |
with you in English. I love speaking English, d .-

J -
‘albh g B

E

0 e A%
. .. . Ve -
so it was a truly exciting and happy experience

for me. I hope to see you again someday.
If you ever have a chance, please visit Mito in
Japan—I would be so happy to welcome you!

Thank you very much again! Mirai



Dear my host family,

Thank you so much for welcoming me. I am very
happy that you took me many places, like to see my
host father’s company plane and the Dodgers game.
And thank you for always being kind to me, even
though my English isn't very good. The time I spent
with you is my treasure. I look forward to seeing you
again someday.

Ayato

Dear my host family,
Thank you so much for always treating me with such
kindness. The time I spent with you was truly
meaningful and unforgettable. Even though my
English was not very good, you always spoke to me at
my level, which I deeply appreciated, especially since I
had been worried about whether I could communicate
well. I believe that gaining a new family in America
was the greatest treasure of this program.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.

Makoto

Dear my host family,

Thank you so much for welcoming us for two weeks!

I had such a wonderful time. The delicious meals you

always made and the fun moments we shared always

bring a big smile to my face when I think about them.

I'm looking forward to seeing you again someday.

Thank you, truly, from the bottom of my heart!
Ririka
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—Words of Appreciation to Anaheim—
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2025 Mito Student Ambassadors
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The two weeks we spent in Anaheim flew by. However, during that time, we experienced
many events that will become lifelong treasures. From spending time with our host
families, to visiting a fire station, interacting with local students, going to Disneyland,
and watching an Angels game—everything we experienced will undoubtedly have a

lasting impact on our lives.

And every single one of those experiences was made possible by someone's support. We
would like to take this opportunity to express our gratitude to those who have been
especially kind to us. First, to our host families: thank you for treating us like family
with such kindness. Next, to Taylor and Theresa: Taylor, who supported us all
throughout our trip with transportation and meticulous schedule management; and
Teresa, who taught us many things though we were anxious, and treated us like a
mother and a friend—thank you both so very much.

Finally, we would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to the Anaheim Sister City
Committee, the staff at Anaheim City Hall and the Downtown Community Center,
Cypress and Western High School students, Walker Middle School students, and
everyone else who supported us throughout this program. Thank you so much.
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Thank you so much!

We will never forget the great

experience in Anaheim!
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Risa Ebine
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I would like to sincerely thank everyone who supported this program. These two
weeks were full of learning and unforgettable.

My dream is to become a doctor, and through this experience I realized the
1mportance of understanding and connecting with people. Although I was nervous
about my English, my host family and the people I met were kind and patient, which
encouraged me to communicate more openly. I learned that even imperfect words
can build true understanding when spoken with sincerity. This lesson will guide me
in my future studies and life.
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The 14 days in Anaheim were so meaningful to me. Before the trip, I had an aversion
to English as I'm not very good or confident with it. However, my parents encouraged
me to go to America to get rid of my discomfort and actually feel the atmosphere

there, so I joined this program.

When I arrived, I was so nervous that I couldn't talk with my host family hardly at
all. But they took me to Hollywood and guided me around to show me a good time.
It eased my tension, and I began to try to talk with them more actively. Although my
English was poor and I often used the wrong tense and grammar, they encouraged
me to keep trying to express myself. I realized that the most important thing is keep

trying to communicate.

I believe that what I learned in America will become a source of courage for me
whenever I face new challenges. After returning to Japan, I decided not to avoid
obstacles out of fear of failure, but to keep improving by learning from my mistakes.
Though my time in Anaheim is less than 1% of my life, it has had one of the strongest

impacts. Thank you for everything.
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This experience had a big impact on me. When I first arrived in Anaheim, I was so
anxious about relationships, food, and language that I even cried on the first night.
However, the warm welcome from the people I met quickly eased my fears. The food
was delicious, and I got to experience the local culture. Though I was initially
nervous about speaking English, the kindness of everyone made me more confident

as I started enjoying more conversations.

My time in Anaheim has inspired me to study abroad in high school and pursue a
career that uses English. The encouragement I received in Anaheim was a turning
point, broadening my future possibilities. I'm deeply grateful for the opportunity to

connect with the world through this cultural exchange program.
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My 2-weeks homestay in Anaheim was an incredibly enriching experience that provided me with
countless lessons. What I felt most strongly during this time was the importance of connecting in the
moment. This happened when I visited Walker Junior High School. By that time, I had already spent
a few days in the U.S. and had gotten a little used to communicating in English. However, 1 still
wasn’t able to communicate well with the local student who guided me, and it created an awkward
atmosphere between us. However, I noticed that he had one of my favorite manga in his bag. When I
asked him, 'Do you like it?', he got really excited talking about it, and as a result, we were able to

spend a truly meaningful time together.

This experience greatly changed the way I thought about communicating with people from other
countries, especially since I had lacked confidence in my English. I realized that what truly matters
is not being able to speak perfectly but making the effort to convey my feelings in the moment. After
this experience, communicating in English became much more enjoyable for me, and I was able to

have an unforgettable time.
Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who was involved in the Mito City

Student Ambassador Dispatch Program, as well as to all those I had the pleasure of meeting and

interacting with along the way. Thank you very much!
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The first thing I saw at the airport when I arrived in California was the large “Stars
and Stripes”, and in that moment I felt that I had truly arrived in America.

The greatest outcome of this program was experiencing a multicultural society
firsthand. I felt it most while walking through the city, where the people were diverse
and the languages I heard were not only English. Expecting a world of only English

speakers, I was surprised yet impressed by America’s openness.

During the selection exam, I was asked, “What does it mean to be an international
person?” That question stayed with me throughout the program. I realized that a
true international person is someone who learns from other cultures and respects

them. This is the ideal I now hope to pursue.

Finally, I would like to sincerely thank the people of Mito City for this valuable
opportunity, the members of the Mito City International Association, and the people

of Anaheim for their warm welcome.
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Confucius once said, “Learning without thinking is useless. Thinking without
learning is dangerous.” With this in mind, I began my journey to Anaheim. The city
was bigger and more vibrant than I had imagined, and my host family welcomed me
warmly. I learned from people, schools, and everyday life throughout my two weeks
there. Everything was new, exciting, and full of discoveries. This experience gave me
precious seeds for the future, and I want to grow by sharing them with others. I am
deeply grateful to everyone who supported this program.
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During our time in Anaheim, we had the opportunity not only to learn English but also
to find out about the local culture. At the fire station, we had a chance to try on firefighting
gear and handle a hose. This gave us a small insight into the challenges faced by the people
who work hard to protect the everyday lives of Anaheim citizens. We are truly grateful to

everyone in Anaheim who took such good care of us.
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