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| am very happy to report that all Mito Student Ambassadors in 2024,
headed by Ms. Ichikawa, returned to Mito safely. They stayed with families of
Anaheim from July 26 to August 8. They studied American culture and history
and deepened their understanding and friendship between both cities.

The friendships and experiences will enrich their lives by helping them
overcome the differences in history, culture and language. | am convinced that
knowing each other will play an important role in becoming more internationally
oriented individuals.

| hope that this experience will motivate the student ambassadors to
contribute to promoting international exchange and cross-cultural understanding
in Mito.

In closing, | would like to express my gratitude to all of the people concerned
in this program, both living in the City of Anaheim and the City of Mito. Also many
thanks to the members of the Anaheim Sister City Commission for hosting our
students. Thank you very much.

Shinya Abe, President
Mito City International Association
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List of Mito Student Ambassadors 2024

[Z4 : Students]

KA R LA HALT 73—
NAME School & Grade Host Families
IR 5 — i S SR I AR
AN s 24F /2nd Grade at Junior = N—F
Aoi OSE High School Attached to Mito Nipper Family

First Senior High School

RERPAHED 481 EL

IR B — e S R B R AR
24/ 2nd Grade at Junior

RT R AGE

Juri KUMANOMIDO High School Attached to Mito Velasquez Family
First Senior High School
\ KR T SR B _ N
EHE B e NG ARG
. 3rd Grade at Taisei Girls )
Tamaki SHUTO ) ) Velasquez Family
Senior High School
. KT8 i S AR 24 . N
P ET " . . TAYTATARK
) 2nd Grade at Mito Daini o )
Aiko TANGE ) ) Dinwiddie Family
Senior High School
A T SEAE SR R 34
fER X HATX ) AZ
3rd Grade at Kasahara .
Yuna HANAMI ) i Castellanos Family
Junior High School
I — B 24 SIS
il ] e RS
2nd Grade at Mito First )
Tsukasa YAMAZAKI Bender Family

Senior High School

[5]2& : Chaperones]

il A%F VRNV R SV ES G
Kyoko ICHIKAWA English Teacher at Senba Junior High School
JII B AT NS RTVE N K T EIBR A e h 2
Akiko KAWAKAMI Mito City International Association
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Dear My host family,
Thank you so much for your hospitality!!
| was so happy to spend time
together with you.

My host family is very kind so | could
go to Dodger stadium, hiking, beach
and other many places.

Also, | couldn’t speak and understand
English well but you spoke slowly for
me, and taught me.

| really look forward to seeing you

again.
Aoi Ose

Dear my American parents Lori and Jim,
Thank you for everything you did for me!
When [ introduced myself, you told me, “My Japanese daughter Aiko.” | was so happy to
hear that! Thank you, | went to so many places, had so nice dishes, communicated with
many people, and experienced American life. All of them are my wonderful memories in
Anaheim. | miss my days with you in Anaheim.

Also, you talked to me a lot, so I'm not afraid to speak English anymore. | want to improve

my English to talk with you more. I'll talk about Star Wars and music of America.
b il 4 “'6”' " “'! I'm looking forward to seeing you again.
M

L] Your Japanese daughter,
Aiko



Dear my host family,

Thank you for always being kind and considerate to me.

The days I spent with you in Anaheim is the treasures of my life.

T could learn many things from you.

I miss your pancakes with a lot of fruits... Hope to see you all again soon
either in Anaheim or Mito!

Thank you so much and I love you all!l Juri

""" 9D V"9V O
Wit @) g

Dear my host family,

Thanks to all of you, | had a wonderful experience.

| could learn variety of food culture from you.

My wonderful host mother is very kind and tolerant even though
| was picky eater... | really enjoyed watching movies with my host
sister. Thank you so much!!

Tamaki



Dear my Host family,

Thank you for everything! I enjoyed everything. My best memory is eating fried
Oreos with you. I am so happy that you are my host family. You told me to try
many things and I could experience many things that I can’t do in Japan.

You are my best host family. I can’t wait to see you again!

Yuna

Dear my host family, Jared, Paskalina, Theo and Katerina,
Thank you for everything you did to me during my stay in Anaheim.
| could do a lot of things, such as socializing with many people, visiting
several places, playing some games and so on.
All things | did with you are my best memories.
You were always kind and cared for me.
That made my stay comfortable and fun.
| could spend the time as a member of
your family. And you are exactly my
second family.
My dream is to be a good surgeon, and
to meet you again. | hope to achieve
that. | am looking forward to that
fantastic day!!

Tsukasa
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In this program, | had precious experiences that | couldn’t on a normal trip.

First of all, | was able to socialize with a lot of people. It was so happy to spend
time with people in Anaheim city, my host family and other Mito students.

Secondly, | could feel close to American culture. | was able to do home-staying
which is an invaluable experience in my life. The best way to experience local
culture is “Living with local people”. | could learn many things and this experience
gave me good impacts.

I'd like to say thanks to my family, the people of the Mito International Center and all
people | met in Anaheim. Thank you very much.
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| was so nervous when | left Mito, because it was my first trip abroad. But the days |
spent in Anaheim were so wonderful and valuable experience.

My host family, Mr. and Mrs. Velasquez, were always kind to me. They welcomed me
with a big smile. Besides my host family, | met and talked with many people in Anaheim.
| learned a lot of things from them, not only English but also the joy of communication. |
was so happy that they always listened to me so patiently and kindly. They gave me more
confidence.

| think that | could move on to the next step during my 14 days in Anaheim. | realized that
it is so important to express my opinion and to be considerate of other people’s feelings.
| am looking forward to visiting Anaheim again in the near future! Thank you so much.
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| have learned a lot during these two weeks. | would like to thank the people of
Anaheim for their warmth and kindness. During my stay, | visited many different places.
Everything | saw and learned was different from Japan, but by actively trying to learn
about these differences in culture and customs, | was able to gain a deeper
understanding of America and the city of Anaheim. | would like to return the favor by
spreading the goodness of Anaheim in Mito City.

My host mother was a great cook, so | was able to experience many different food
cultures. Thanks to that, | could enjoy my homestay. Thank you very much for your
hospitality over the past two weeks.

This program gave me great motivation to go abroad and to study foreign languages.
Finally, | can say with confidence that this experience was the best one | have ever
had.



(4] OFRICE ZMI+T —Looking to the world today —

AT BT
Aiko TANGE

BH, TVERAY—h 74 U DO AT O =2 —ARROPIAALTEET, 2oL
HEirosEe Al ORERERIZLY . 4 T 2 — bR —F — L XD K
TROINPVOBREDIZHY, VWO EZICWTHEREATT L ENTE, fliHICAL
ORMDZENTECLEVET, 2%, TBHOHTHRADASE Rz, TA
ENEDDRBY ZRUNZ LI &0 B & BIEEEZIZT A S~ E
L7z BRERRDT A AT CTOREIL, BRI CWELE, FA T 7
RV —=RT I LT AN SADZ L EBE LS BATLKEES S b D
bEMAH D E L TLIES 7Y LE LT, HEOICOWTHEEZ > TESET &
WIRONIRZ LU FE Lz, Fi2, I2oT2 80D R T4 7Tz SADEOEHFRE D
ERAEBICLIZZ &C, 2R SUEBHAEIZERA LAV, 8-/ subnEEFn <l
HEWH WL LEET DT AV DEEMRDZ ENTEE Lz, RAE. 7 A A
AT AN, (7 AV ] L0 H —FED TASLYHFESUEE BB L Tz L 5 Iy
F9, LL, ZOEEZEBELTEZLDOANEHERSTZ LT, — A= ADZFHEESLO
NS EE A ENTEEL,

FUTTEE, BOORGEICEENRS Y A, SUELEBN LRI ENHY, HFENLE
FEELEZLWTT, LML, B FAx T o TEICEOGFEAZRW T T, B»
FCRET Z LTI < 220 E Lz, BMIICEE LT 5 Z &5, TR 55
—BRDOE LK LA N TEE L AA NI 7 IV —DF 4 VT4 TFTAFHITI LD,
RN ZOWHETHE TR TONEDRFIFIARLIZNT N Z DN DO TY, BboT
ST FAEHP L EIFET, EWEc, FAxS olictfUcB2miF TnE E
R

Today, we can get information from over the world by our TV or smartphones. The
world is changing by globalization, borderless society, and advances in Al. That’'s why
my goal in Anaheim was to know real world and to make connection with people.

| found and learned a lot of new things in Anaheim. My host family and people of
Anaheim taught me many things very kindly and understood my culture. | found it's
important to respectfully know other culture. In USA, | saw so many signboards that
were written in different languages on the road. A lot of cultures are influenced by each
other and new cultures created there. | felt America is changing. Before visiting
Anaheim, | used to judge people and culture based on the term “America”. However,
through this program, | could realize diversity and the warmth by each person | met.
| know my English is not so good, but now | can talk proactively because they always
listen to me carefully. | learned trying to talk with people is a step for understanding each
other. It's my treasure to meet Dinwiddie family and all people in Anaheim. Thank you for
everything. | will continue to grow up and become an international minded person.
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Two weeks in Anaheim was full of surprise and impression for me. | learned American
lifestyle and culture. My host family took me many places and | could experience a lot
od things that | can’t do in Japan. One of the most valuable experiences was that | rode
a balloon for the first time. | was afraid to ride it at first, but the view was very beautiful.
And My host family were very kind and friendly. | felt | was part of their family. | am very
glad because | have a family in USA. “Try anything” my host father said to me. The
word impressed me. | want to go abroad to study English in the future. My dream is to
be an English teacher, so | want to learn a lot of foreign culture. When | become an

English teacher, | would like to tell my experience to the next generation.
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| could learn a very important thing by visiting a multicultural society. It is that everyone
pays respect to each other's roots in Anaheim. | have one experience which | could
strongly feel about. That is when friends of my host family came to our house. Their
root is France and my host family’s is Greece. So, there were four countries, America,
Greece, France and Japan in one house. We talked about its features and nationality.
All what we talked about was quite new for me. And more, when we went out for lunch
or went to the beach, we met other people, such as Chinese and Puerto Ricans. | could
learn many things by talking about each country.

Everywhere we went, we could enjoy many cultures in the same country. Also, they
seem to accept each other and be in harmony. That is one of the biggest advantages
of America. That is not in Japan, because we have only one culture. So, | was really
impressed. | began to think that | would like to expand my abilities by interacting with
several cultures instead of staying in Japan. And | will take advantage of that abilities
for my future.

My stay in Anaheim was only two weeks and it was too short for me. But it gave me the
opportunity to learn many things and it broadened my view of the world.

Lastly, | really appreciate everyone who engaged in our trip and whom | could meet. |
strongly hope that | can see you again. Thank you.
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Our stay was only two weeks and this was too short for us and we
wished many times that we could stay much longer in Anaheim.
This experience taught us many things. We will keep in mind what
we learned during our stay in Anaheim and continue to make efforts
to achieve our future dreams. This program was exactly one of the
most precious memories of our life. That is just because of your
support. We would never forget this precious memory forever.
Lastly, we would like to appreciate Sister City Commission of
Anaheim, the DownTown Community Center, Mito City International
Association, and all the people we met during our stay.

We sincerely hope to see you again one day. Thank you very much.
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We are very grateful to everyone who supported us.

We had a wonderful experience and made precious memories in
Anaheim. We will never not forget everything we got during this
program. Through this experience, we are sure that we will make
our future much better.

In the end, we strongly hope that the relationship between
Anaheim and Mito will continue forever.

We are looking forward to seeing you again.
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