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Minister of Internal Affairs and Communications Award

To Mito City International Association (MCIA)
With An Interactive Project with the International Goodwill Sister City of Anaheim
Keep going, Mito! ~An exhibition of the messages of encouragement from Anaheim~

Articlé

~Mito City International Association (MCIA) is proud of announcing that is has been awarded the “Minister of Internal
Affairs and Communications Award” for the close relationship with its sister city, Anaheim, California. The awards
ceremony, hosted by the Ministry of Interior and the Council of Local Authorities for International Relations (CLAIR),
was held in Tokyo on June 17th, 2013.

@What’s this award ?

This award focuses on international exchange between Japan and foreign local
governments, and aims at giving high evaluation to the organizations
disseminating unique and creative contributions to domestic internationalization.
This is the 7th time since the award originated in 2006. In 2013, three
organizations, Mito City International Association IBARAKI), Obu City
(AICHI), Suo-oshima Town (YAMAGUCHI) were awarded.

@roiect Overview

Personal interaction between the two cities began in 1974, when a businessman who was a Mito native living in
Anaheim invited his former junior high school teacher to visit him there. The two cities concluded an International
Goodwill Sister City agreement as part of the U.S. Bicentennial celebrations in 1976.

The two cities have conducted many exchange activities leading to the present day, principally based on alternating
visits from friendship and youth delegations. The many projects include exchanges between elementary schools and
educational exchange activities, continuing to deepen mutual understanding of each other’s culture.

Right after the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake, a former student ambassador who had visited Mito in the past
organized a letter-writing campaign in Anaheim to cheer on the citizens of Mito after all of the damage. In addition
to sending the roughly 3200 letters that were received from the citizens of Anaheim to local pre-schools,
elementary schools, and junior high schools, the Mito City International Association also put them on display. These
letters have been seen by many Mito residents, from children to adults, and are a source of continuing exchange
between the citizens of the two cities because of the writing of thank you cards in return.

As part of the exhibition of the messages of encouragement, not only did citizens feel more involved in the sister city
affiliation, they also deepened the ties of friendship between them. Using the mutual exchange they ve built up over
the years as a base, citizens and government will work together to develop various different kinds of sister city
interactional activities from here on as well.
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Exhibition held from July 1 to October 30, 2011, in Mito. Anaheim Emissary met the then Mito City Mayor.
(Mito citizens received more than 3,200 letters from (Handing over encouraging messages)

Anaheim.)
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Students (residents of Mito City) will be dispatched to Ana-
heim, USA from the end of July to the middle of August.
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Student Ambassadors meeting the Anaheim Mayor, 2012
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Thanyou letters from Mito citizens sent to
Anaheim
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