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A lot of things in Japan amused me. Some of these things may
seem ordinary to Japanese people, like the technologically advanced
toilet, but to me, they were amazing feats that amazed me. The
parking in my host family's mansion involved the moving of two-
story panels that allowed people to park their cars on a second floor. I
have seen nothing like that in America, and seeing my host mom take
the car out everyday was a fun experience.

Sightseeing and visiting Mito City's facilities were enjoyable, but
the best times of the trip were spent in Sakuranomaki High School. I
was able to interact with students of my age (mostly), and I was given
the chance to see my host sister, Chinami Komori, live her everyday
life in school. That, to me, was very interesting because I have only
seen Japanese students on TV, and most of how they are portrayed
are not realistic. Seeing the Sakuranomaki High School students carry
on with their day-to-day activities opened my eyes to the real
Japanese high school experience, and it is something that I am glad I
was a part of.
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My trip to Mito was absolutely wonderful! I feel very honored to
have gone, and to have met the people of Mito. The home-stay
experience was one of the most important parts of the trip for me,
because living in a Japanese home with a Japanese family really
helped me see what everyday life is like for Mito citizens. The
Komori family was very welcoming and helpful, and I feel like I have
really made lifelong friends with them. Mrs. Komori and her
daughter Chinami both spoke some English, and that also helped me
feel welcomed. My Japanese language skills improved and my
understanding of Japanese culture deepened. Every experience I had
in Japan was amazing.

1 really enjoyed the Japanese food, and now that I'm back in the
States, I really miss it. I find that Japanese food is much healthier
than American food in general, and its unique flavors and textures are
so interesting and subtle.

I also enjoyed the trip to Tokyo very much. To be in a world-
famous city and see both a modern mall and the traditional Asakusa
market in the same day was very interesting. For me, it represented
the duality of Japanese culture, their pride in the very modern and
high-tech as well as in their rich history and traditions.

I look forward to continuing to be a part of the Sister Cities
program and interacting with the citizens of Mito, Japan.
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