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I will say that my host family, the Goshimas, contained some of
the kindest people I had ever met in my entire life;they were the
perfect host family for me. It was their first time hosting and my first
time as a host student. We were both worried but quickly learned that
we could communicate easily through dictionaries, online translators,
and lots of patience. They treated me like one of their own and were
always concerned for my wellbeing. I played hide and seek with my
ten-year old brother Kouta and talked with my sister, Kozue, about
what she liked to do for fun. The family and I had much more in
common than I thought we would. Kozue and I both wanted to learn
about each other and the places from whence we both came. All the
family members were Star Wars fans; just like me! Also my father
enjoyed puzzles and puzzle games, which I often do in my spare
time. Ibelieve that they will always be my second family, always.

The trip was wonderful; it could not have been improved upon.
The only change that could be made would be to have made it longer
(impossible, I know, but one can always try!). Ienjoyed every minute
of it, from learning about the culture of the country through tea
ceremonies and getting to see Japan's history through Nikko, to
getting to see a Japanese high school and the city in which they lived.
The part I enjoyed most was my time with my host family. The
feelings that I have for them can only be described as love. My time
with them is what both enjoyed the most and miss the most.
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One of my favorite parts of the trip was being able to go out and
see Japan's historical and cultural sights, such as Nikko, the temples
and the shrines there. Shopping in Tokyo was certainly fun,
especially since it is filled with a myriad of items that are unique to
the Japanese culture. We also went around Mito itself, such as at the
art tower, the aquarium, and botanical gardens, which gave another
insight as to how Japan operates on a daily basis. During the trip, we
also got to meet Mito's mayor where we sat down with him and asked
questions about the city.

The people of Japan are very giving and respectful, and it was
great to get to know the people. The students at Sakuranomaki hosted
a welcoming party, and we also went to a gathering where we met the
students who would come to Anaheim.

Being able to commune with people in other countries, not just in
language but in culture as well, is an extremely rewarding experience.
I'had a wonderful time getting to know Anaheim's sister city in Japan,
and hope to continue learning about Japan.
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