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This was my first time traveling to an Asian country. At first I
was overwhelmed by all the Japanese customs and traditions, but I
soon grew used to them. I found myself very interested in everything
Japanese. Some of my favorite Japanese things were sushi, green
tea, electronics, and fashion. Above all else, I was most surprised by
the generosity of the Japanese people. Also my favorite things
included going to Aqua World, Mito City High Schools, and our trip
to Tokyo. I was astonished by the innovativeness of the Japanese
people. I enjoyed taking time out to speak with students at the high
schools and discussing similarities and differences in the educational
experience we have all had. The "Welcome Party" had to be the
biggest highlight on the trip for me. All the students, teachers, and
city officials all turned out to offer us a great big welcome. I felt so
appreciated and included into this great city that I have now come to

love.
547> - ZZ—"Y (Ryan Smeets) 18 %
HRDE : FBI
HATOMERERE : 7 AU APhOBERZERICHTSEEFA
DEHICOVWTORE

HAETOWER, KFHOEMDT X ICE>7/2Y) . BFEDOE
BROREICSMLIY . REANTo720 . BEDILNEENRICD
WTZHEARY, 7o SABWIZIESL ZENTE X Lz, A3
—EHRICE STV 5B, &/ BERNDFMTL, £

CTRRZ SADRAZEED, BADEBRBEDL SR b D
ThaEMEILENTEE L, COREBRERE TS
L3 EIANEERRXY . B BRI ES L THADFE
MELHBIDICHEDENE LI, €5 LTHMOEDAZ L Z
DESICEZ. THTEDOHICDONT, Ll bVEET 2 T
ERFEO>TDLDOTY, BUbZHEET 288N, ZOEE
TIBI2HDRENCDEHY . RHTEZDOEHOFHIC DA
WY EY, ZoFar7LaEBLTRAER. BEAXILICDWVTO
Bz R, 7:{ SADRAEDLBIENTEE LI,

In less than two weeks, I made memories that would last me a
lifetime. During my stay in Japan, I met members of Mito's city
council, attended classes at Japanese high schools, went to Tokyo,
and learned a lot about the advertising industry in Japan. I think my
most memorable experience was the visit to Sakuranomaki high
school. It gave me the opportunity to make friends with numerous
Japanese students, and to see what school is like in Japan. This
program was started to promote world peace through sending
students to experience a different culture first hand. In the hope that
the student will obtain a better understanding to why people from that
country think and act the way they do. The ability to understand a
different culture leads to the ability to coexist with that country,
eventually resulting in peace between the two nations. Through Sister
Cities I gained a better understanding of the Japanese culture, and
made numerous friends in the process.
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Having the opportunity to visit Japan for two weeks was incredible.
The friendship, knowledge, and experience gained on the trip were

priceless. The people, tradition, and custom were fascinating. While
maintaining its rich culture, Japan exceeds the rest of the world in its
technology where Japan was able to keep its roots while staying
competitive with the modern advances of the world. In addition,
Japanese structure, order, and disciple never cease to amaze me.
Students are well educated and the public is well served by its
government. The streets are clean and safe where drivers are well
trained and polite. In all, Japan is truly a treasure to the rest of the

world.
*—42 - I (Nathan Nguyen) 18 &%
FROE : BEDCEO (BEREEHED)
HATOMERE : BFRE7Z A DOBAFOLEE. A5
EEZDBRRENDIHBEEFE

Rhofor

1) KFEHERE KRB EOHHEEEZ T LI, BEMDT 4
CRHZBSL. BHTILHTE, BRICBF L,

2) BREPERTOEIBRE. L >THLLFERT L,
ELEIETEE ZRAFERDOANI L LEDRRB LK Y
THIEDOERET LI, EELEDT VT XA LPHERED
BLPRNDE, ot HMICKMEPBETHEZ LA,
SEECXEDEBVEVSBEVDL>/-DIC b DL T,
HADERE MR Al b £ L,

3) HHRBTTOVDO—FTYT., D5 HRANLET 23
BIEWTET, BYICEh o7 TT, SLE-TR. A
HOBEEERIHICH DL LTI ZHELL AalFPh iR
HOBOHO—ETT,

Bholom

SEO TS L THE—EL >/ s, BRI +4

BAVIZ T —=2arhigh > 8TY, b LEANC, BLUE

PHAEDXEDORE LEASZEDE e EFH>TIebh, B

ZNADBET VLT —=03b5DT, ELHERERTSZ L

MTEIZDTT D,

Positive:

1) The visits to City Hall and the Police Station were amazing. I felt
privileged to be able to spend time with very important city
officials for questions.

2) The high school experiences and junior high experience were eye-
openers for me. Interacting with people my own age who live in a
completely different world gave me many surprises. The
conversations during lunch and after school one-on-one with
students was time well spent. I felt I was able to relate to high
school students, despite the language and cultural barriers.

3) Tokyo was awesome. To be able to experience such a modern city
was truly a joy. Even the political demonstrators were interesting
and added to the colorful experience (although it was somewhat
scary at the time.)

Negative:

1) The only negative thing I can think of on this trip is the lack of
thorough orientation before going to Japan. It would have been
helpful for me to especially know that smoking is a big part of

Japanese culture. Because I am allergic to cigarette smoke, I would
have been able to bring medication and eye drops to better prepare
myself.
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I really enjoyed going to the schools, especially Sakuranomaki
high school. The students were so welcoming and were so eager to
teach us all that they could about Japan and Japanese culture. I
practiced the few key phrases I learned and they helped me to
understand what it was truly like to live as a teenager in Japan. I
enjoyed exploring the differences between the American and
Japanese cultures. Going to Tokyo was a dream come true for me. I
was very impressed by how futuristic and how grandiose the city is. I
honestly walked around the city with my mouth open as I was struck
with awe. Tokyo was a truly inspiring city and I am definitely
convinced that America needs to hire some architects buildings like
the ones in Tokyo!
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