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A taste of America

Exchange students visit Anaheim Hills from sister city Mito, Japan

Story by Young Chang + Photos by Eric Santucc
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—Breysi's contribution

From being one of the six members of the Sister City program this year, I feel honored and
fortunate to have been selected to represent the city of Anaheim when visiting the beautiful city of
Mito. The sister city relationship between two cities is very beneficial to us students and the
community as well. I will never forget the memorable experiences that took place in the city of Mito
and will value them greatly for the rest of my life. Japan is full of great people and great places.
Knowing this would have been impossible for me if it where not for the sister city program between
Anaheim and Mito.

I really enjoyed visiting Sakuranomaki High School and found it to be a very valuable experience. I
noticed that there is more than one efficient way of getting the same thing accomplished. In this case,
education is accomplished in two different ways in America and Japan. [ noticed that in Japan the
students do not rotate class rooms like we do here in American High Schools. The teacher moves to
different classes and the students stay in the same class room, which is opposite to American High
School. I also noticed the great amount of discipline among Japanese students because they have to
clean the classroom at the end of the day. This is not the case in American students and should be
considered for more discipline.

My favorite places to visit in Mito were Senba Lake, Kailakuen Park, the Botanic park and
Downtown Mito. Mito is a very nice city and I missed it on the two days we left to Tokyo. I loved the
fresh air that Mito has and its very friendly people.

All of these many experiences could not have been possible without this Sister City Program and
hope that many other cities use this program as a model to create their own. I also hope that this
program exists forever so that it can always offer the opportunity for students to experience a
different part of the world and meet the friendly people of Japan. I would like to give my sincere
gratitude to Mr. Wang Weiya and Mr. Bert Fink for caring about us students and our community.

I love Japan!!

Breysi
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